STARTING POINT TOWARD REMINISCENCES:
ORIGINS OF YURY OLESHA'S NOVEL THREE FAT MEN

Kazuhisa Iwamoto

Yury Olesha wrote his first novel, 7hAree Far Men, in 1924. Intended as juvenile literature, it describes an
imaginary revolution. Critics and scholars have discussed its ideology and literary style, but they haven't
adequately examined the theme of the past. Three elements which pertain to the past can be observed:
plot, style and reminiscences from Olesha's childhood. They exist on different planes, but they are all
related to the past. The plot of this novel is based on a historical event: the revolution. By 1924, the Russian
Revolution and the civil war had become myths in Russian literature. Many writers, including Vsevolod
Ivanov, Babel, Furmanov, Serafimovich, Sholokhov and Bulgakov had written novels about the civil war.
Three Fat Men is related to this tendency. However, in regard to style, this novel is neither realistic, nor
"ornamental". It imitates plays, influenced by traditional popular theaters, and fairy tales. This style is
common in Russian avant-garde literature. Some motives of the story derive from Olesha's childhood. In
addition, this story includes myths about father and son: Familienroman, discussed by Freud, and "paradise
lost". Such elements symbolize the ambivalence about the revolution which exists in this work. This feeling
is similar to the ambivalence about the mythical image of the father. In his later novels, Olesha used
reminiscences of his childhood to represent an ambivalent feeling toward Soviet society. 7hree Fat Men is

the beginning of this tendency in his work.
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